[image: image1.jpg]Royal College of

General Practitioners

RC



[image: image4.png]







19 October 2009

Dear Colleague
 
Confidentiality and Intellectual Property Rights of Selection and MRCGP Materials.
 
We would like to seek your support in helping us maintain the security of both GP selection centre and MRCGP clinical skills assessment (CSA) materials. We believe this is critical to ensure fairness to all future candidates. 
 
Both assessments are extremely “high stakes” and we are increasingly aware of candidates deliberately leaking live simulation material both via the web, and through local training and educational infrastructures. A common scenario is of recent candidates systematically collating lists of live cases, and subsequently circulating them around foundation and GPStR groups. Occasionally trainers have also been involved in debriefs involving such collated lists, hopefully with the best of motives, but still facilitating a breach of the confidentiality agreement signed by the learner.  More worryingly still, a minor industry has now developed of a few entrepreneurial recent candidates marketing such material to future candidates for profit.
In the case of the MRCGP in particular, such behaviour is in direct contravention of the published exam regulations and the confidentiality agreements signed by candidates.
 
Whilst it would be naïve of us to assume that there is any totally effective route to ending such behaviour, it would be very helpful if both Foundation & GP programme directors and trainers could emphasise the importance of confidentiality & professional behaviour.  The assessments are carefully designed to be fair and rigorous – it is in no one’s interest (particularly patients) if weak candidates progress through either assessment due to an unfair prior exposure to live test materials.
 
Many thanks for your help and assistance.
 
With all good wishes,
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Dr Bill Irish

Dr Sue Rendel

Chair, National GP Recruitment Office

Deputy Clinical Lead, RCGP 

Steering Group
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